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and police stations, instead of at the hospitals. Dr.
Benjamin Howard, of the United States Army, the
originator of the movement, then stated his view of the
need for a service of the kind he had proposed in London,
,and explained the system which had at his suggestion
been inaugurated by the Committee of the London Hos-
pital. A full report of the address delivered. by Dr.
.Benjamin Howard on this subject before the Medical
Society on Monday last appears on another page.
The resolution was put to the meeting and carried
- ?M?M. con. The second resolution was, "That a com-
-irittee be formed to carry into effect the foregoing reso-
.lution; and that the following be requested to act upon
.the Committee, with power to add to their number-viz.:
.-H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, President; the chairman,
treasurer, and one or more members of the medical and sur-
gical staff of each general hospital of London ; the ChiefCommissioner of Police; the Chairman and Deputy
Chairman of the Metropolitan Asylums Board ; the
Chairman of the Metropolitan Board of Works; the
Chief of the Fire Brigade; Sir E. Lechmere, Bart., M.P.;
the Surgeon-General of Police; Sir William Gull, Bart.;
Frederick Young, Esq.; Sir R. Macdonald Stephenson;
Dr. Howard; the President of the National Health
Association ; the Editor of THE LANCET." This was
moved by Mr. Croasman, to whom the successful com-
mencement of this enterprise is mainly due. Sir EdmundCurrie seconded the resolution, showing, in response to some
remarks which fell from H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge as
-to the expediency of combining a provision for the convey-
ance of infectious cases with the proposed service, that
already the Metropolitan Asylums Board had made such
provision, and achieved considerable success. Sir SydneyWaterlow, to whom Dr. Benjamin Howard had given
letters of introduction, and who had seen the New
York ambulance system at work, warmly supported the
attempt to institute a service for London, and upheld the
scheme submitted by Dr. B. Howard. Mr. T. Holmes,
who spoke as surgeon to the police, while admitting
,the necessity of the movement, defended the police, and
in reference to the mistake made by constables in con-
founding the " dead and dying," said that if they were
all members of the College of Surgeons there would
. still be mistakes. Sir E. Lechmere, Bart., M P., the chair-
man of the St. John Ambulance Society, claimed credit
for the work done by that body. The proceedings were con-
.eluded by votes of thanks to H.R.H. the Duke of Cam- ’,
bridge and Dr. Benjamin Howard. ’
Correspondence.
LITHOTRITY.
"Audi alteram partem."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR,-The very able and succinct resacme of many of the
chief facts relating to lithotrity and its history, given in THE
LANCET last Saturday, calls from me, very reluctantly, one
word of dissent. One which is all the more difficult to utter
because the manner in which my own name is there asso-
ciated with the subject is very highly, I may say gratefully,
appreciated by me.
It is, then, only in the interest of absolute historical accu-
racy that I ask permission to state that the employment of
ajisesthesia in lithotrity was the rule of practice some years
’before the period of " four years ago," at which it is stated
to have commenced. I am sure you will acquit me of any
desire to lessen, by one iota, the great claim which Professor
Bigelow has to be the author of the latest and one of the
greatest improvements in lithotrity. By words, and more
emphatically by my practice and remarks on it, just pub-
lished, I have borne the highest testimony to the value of
his idea. But this idea consists entirely in the proposal to
remove the entire calculus, however large, at one sitting, by
prolonged crushing and increased evacuation, and through
the agency of larger instruments than have of late years
been introduced into the bladder. Both anaesthesia and the
aspirator had been for years employed a-9 the almost inva-
riable rule of practice, both by myself and others-a fact so
notorious to the numerous surgeons who have seen men
operate, that I am astonished to find any statement about
it necessary. Since, however, it appears to be so, Mr. G. B.
Browne requested Mr. Clover, who, like myself, keeps
written records of all his work, to state how often he gave
ansesthetics for me during any years preceding 1878, the
date indicated. The following is his reply :&mdash;
" On referring to my notes, I find that I gave the anses-
thetic one hundred and thirty times, whilst Sir Henry
Thompson performed lithotrity, in the two years 1876 and
1877. And in nearly all these cases he made use of the
aspirator to remove fragments. The exceptions would not
amount to ten per cent." 
"
I think this. should suffice to settle this question beyond
all controversy, and therefore I do not lengthen this-letter;
otherwise additional and abundant evidence in relation to
this and to an earlier period might be readily adduced.
I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Jan. 31st, 1882. HENRY THOMPSON. 
,
RY THO
FALL OF THE CHURCH, AT HEMPSTEAD, IN
ESSEX, CONTAINING THE REMAINS OF
WILLIAM HARVEY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. ’
SIR,-I regret to say that the tower of the beautiful old
church at Hempstead, in Essex-a drawing of which I gave
to THE LANCET, as marking the burial-place of our
Harvey-has suddenly crumbled and fallen to the ground.
During last week the old cracks in the tower extended,
and so many new ones were observed, that on Saturday
afternoon the Rev. John Escreet, the curate of Hempstead,
gave orders about half-past four that the bells were not to
be chimed for the Monday services, nor the clock wound up
any more. Returning home, he wrote to the vicar for
advice, but not under any idea that there was any imme-
diate danger, for his examination of the tower externally,
and of the winding staircase within, gave no indication of
unsteadiness. He had not left the place, however, three
hours before the whole mass lay in ruins. Between six and
seven the south wall of the tower and the winding staircase
began to crumble away a few feet above the ground, and in
less than an hour the whole tower, except a little of the
north wall, which still stands as high as the wall plate of the
nave, slipped down, bringing with it nearly one-half of the
roof, and one arch from the south side of the nave, and
letting down a good part of the roof of the south aisle.
The vault in which Harvey lies is at the north-western
angle of the church, and is, consequently, uninjured; but
the beautiful old building, under the shadow of which he has
so long lain, and which was so well known as the landmark
of his resting-place, is gone.
I make this report at once, first, because of its historic
interest in relation to one of our greatest of great men of the
past; and secondly, that I may ask the profession to join
in subscribing to the restoration of a structure which to
every true aesculapian is of so much interest. It has long
been my wish to invite my brethren to lend their hand
to this task, and now the opportunity seems to have come
with such pressing necessity that.the request will, I feel
sure, meet with a ready response, not from England alone,
but from America and from all parts where the immortal
name of William Harvey is known and honoured.
I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Feb. 1st, 18S2. )3E-NJ--k--NIIN WARD RICHARDSON.B JAMIN
FULHAM SMALL-POX HOSPITAL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-It is an "open secret" that Mr. Power’s report,
referred to in to-day’s LANCET, is adverse to the hospital
and tends to support the theory of direct atmospheric in-
fection as the explanation of the spread of small-pox in the
locality. Hence the appointment of the Royal Commission.
Surely it is injudicious to make a secret of such an important
public document, which certainly bnght to be published
whilst the Commission is sitting/in order that its statements
mav be sifted by those who have been invited to give
evidence. I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Jan. 28th, 1882. EXPECTAXS.
